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PREFACE. 



In those public acts of the Legislature, where the laws 
are made for the general good, however strongly the theorj 
of them may be expressed, or well supported by argu- 
ments, yet, if not fully appreciated, and clearly understood, 
by the persons for whose interest they provide, they are 
rendered extremely difficult of execution by the indirect 
opposition, arising from the want of facility in their opera- 
tion, and the effect is thereby greatly retarded in dispens- 
ing' the intended good. 

With this view, the author of the following Tables hopes 
to assist the commercial intercourse which has been opened 
between England and France, and to cultivate the prin- 
ciple of a free trade, which cannot fail ultimately, to add 
to the welfare and prosperity of this country. 

In this opinion the author feels flattered by the number 
of highly respectable names in the list of subscribers to this 
work ; and he considers it his duty here to return his 
most grateful acknowledgments for the very liberal 
patronage with which it has been honoured ; and it is 
his sincere wish, that the assistance it may afford to his 
countrymen trading with France, may tend to give them 
that confidence, which will enable them to traffic to the best 
advantage, and to guard them against those inconveniences 
which would unavoidably arise on trading with a foreign 
country. 



IV PREFACE. 

In making comparisons where no definite equality exists, 
much difficulty arises in assimilating the unlike proportions ; 
to gain the approximitj to which, the author has bestowed 
much attention ; but, should he in some instances have erred, 
he begs to plead, that the subject has been conducted with- 
out an example for his guidance, and it is only by closely 
investigating the circumstances immediately connected 
with it, and well digesting the plan, that he has been enabled 
to produce the work in its present form. 

He, howe?e)ry hopes that while, okk the one hand, he avoids 
angling for praise, he appeals to a liberal public when he 
deprecates their censure. 

Although these calculations more particulariy apply to 
the importation of Silk Goods, a Treaty halving been made 
expressly for th^ir admission, yet ih&^ are equally appli- 
cable to all manufactures measured in a similar way. 

On the Exchange of money between England and France, 
the author trusts that the Tables will meet everv needed va- 
riety of transaction. — ^They apply to the general remittance 
of money to Francie; and shew the price of articles bought 
in corresponding quantities in the two countries, and subject 
only to the exchange between them. 

To the above is added a comprehensive Ready Reckoner 
in francs and centimes, which he hopes will complete every 
required extent of consecutive calculation. 

A duty of £90 pei" cent, advahrem^hein^ imposed on the 
importation of manufactured Broad Silks, and considering 
that Tables showing such duty would have a useful tendency, 
they are added to the work, being an excess of the originally 
intended plan. 

LOV0ON, 

13»» ChBttpHde^ 
Juiff 1826. 



EXPLANATION OF THE WORK. 



Am all manufactured goods in France are measured bj 
Hieir Auoe, or Ell, the following diflferences arise when 
die value of the £11 is compared with the English Yard, 
Tis.:— Between the length of the Yard and the Aune, and 
the length of the Aune differing at various places, the 
nominal difference of the English and French money, and 
the relative value of monej, being subject to the exchange 
hpetweea the two countries* 

. The length of the Aune must be considered, generally , as 
measuring 47^ English inches, as established by the decree 
of Napoleon in 1812, entitled, ** JLe Code de Commerce" 
which enforced the adoption of the measure therein named. 
There are, however, some towns in France which still 
measure by the old Aune, of which every principal town 
formerly, had its peculiar length. These must be considered 
now only as retained. 

In ealcnlatiog the lengths of the Aune, that of the 
Parisian, of 47^ English inches, has been used as the 
standard of the country ; that of Lyons, or 46A English 
inches ; that of Rouen, or 45i| English inches ; and that of 
Nantes, or 55ft English inches, the fluctuation of the Ex- 
change being assimilated to the Tables, and made applicable 
to all places, where any of the said lengths may be used. 
The plan will be further exemplified by referring to page 62, 
when, to buy an Ell by the Parisian measure at the exchange 
of 22/1 IQc, and 6f. 51 e. be given for the Ell^ the sum 
meeting in the square of the francs and centimes (viz. 
4f . 5f rf.) is the price per Yard. 



VI EXPLANATION OF THE WORK. 

The Tables extend from the centimes per Aune, which 
produce a farthing per Yard, to 16 francs per Aune, and 
advance by all intermediate farthings from one farthing 
(0 ten shillings and eleven pence farthing per Yard. 

The prices of the yard, mostly, carry remainders ; and 
considering it probable that they would Iiave no practical 
utility, and perhaps confuse, where perspicuity is the greatest 
object to attain, the author has expunged the general 
introduction of them in the work, reserving them only to 
the yard of the integral francs per Aune, and where 
they assume the appearance of an eighth of a penny. The 
price, at equal distances between two-eighths, is only where 
it may be considered as having no remainder: — for example: 
On page ^, all the prices per Aune have remainders. — 
The price 3/1 3c. per Aune, produces 2s. l|rf, per Yard and 
aremainder, which is accumiilated to the eighth of a penny 
at 48 cents, as 2*. 5j+|rf. The next price 3/'. 51c. being 
nearer the advance of a half-penny, than that of a farthing, 
the deficiency is supplied, and appears as 2s. Qd, From the 
first price to 48 cents, the remainder increases ; from 61 cents 
to the integral francs, the deficiency diminishes. In page 
92 the result is precisely reversed. 

The Exchanges embrace the fluctuations between 21 and 
26 francs : at each extreme, any Tables subject to a com- 
mercial treaty would be rendered nugatory by the state of 
political interest. — The simplicity of the plan needs no 
comment. 

Of the Ready Reckoner, a single example will suffi- 
cientlv explain its use. If 46 Ells be purchased at 4/". 66c. 
per Ell, the total amount will be found asunder: — 
/ <■■ 

46 Ells at 4/: Oc. 184 

40 Ells at 0/: 66r 29 90 



Amount roqu 



eil 



213 90 



BXFLANATION OF THE WORK. 



VII 



The first Ttble of duty shews the amount of £80 per 

cent added to the principal; as, for example: — If 4f« KM. 
be the amount required, by referring to that sum in the 

Table, the sum immediately opposite in the next column 

(fii« Sid.) is the amount with such addition. 

On die same plan, the succeeding^ Table shews the net 
amount of such per centage. 

JV. Bk — ^The nearest approach to all farthings, is carried 
tknmgh the work ; and in case of a remainder, when accu- 
mulated to an eighth, is add^, or diminished in that cf a 
deficiency. 

All remainders on the Yard of the integral francs per 
Auae, are parts of k farthing ; and all eighths are parts of 
apetiiqf. 
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